
 

  

Research Project 
Industry and Community Disaster Resilience 
 

 
Introduction 
Whitsunday Climate Change Innovation Hub will 
partner with James Cook University to deliver this 
research project focused on identifying key measures 
required to better prepare community and business in 
the lead up, and in the days after a severe weather 
event. The project (July 2020 – June 2021) intent is to 
provide guidance to mitigate loss and enhance 
disaster recovery outcomes.  
 

Background 
Modelling undertaken by the Bureau of Meteorology 
and CSIRO predicts that the Queensland region will experience a greater proportion of high intensity storms 
(stronger wind speeds and heavier rainfall systems) in the future, meaning the need for local government to 
adequately plan and improve recovery from cyclones is a growing area of necessity. 
 
Actions taken one to two days before a tropical cyclone hits, and in the days after, can create a significant 
financial burden on those that undertake them. Yet, last-minute preparation and response forms an integral 
part of emergency management, enhancing the ability to safeguard both life and assets.  

This project aims to provide recommendations to: 

• Improve disaster preparedness 

• Enhance cyclone resilience to reduce loss 

• Advance the efforts of community recovery  

 
Get Involved 
If you took actions which you think reduced the impact of Cyclone Debbie on your home or business or if 
you were impacted and will do things differently next time please share your learnings.    

Information will be collected via a phone survey and will be used to improve the advice that is provided to our 
community before future events.   

By collectively taking the right actions to reduce loss and quicken recovery from disasters our community will 
be less impacted by future events.    

All data collected will be provided (anonymously) to the insurance sector to help guide product development 
and look at reducing the risk rating applied to the region, hopefully leading to lower premiums!   

Complete the form by visiting Your Say Whitsunday - https://yoursay.whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au/what-did-you-learn-from-cyclone-debbie 

 
Contact Us 
To find out more about the project, please contact Olivia Brodhurst, Whitsunday Climate Change Innovation 
Hub Coordinator, on 1300 972 753 or via email ClimateHub@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au.  
 
This project is jointly funded under the Commonwealth/State Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements 2018.     
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