
         

 

How to Fund and Finance Adaptation  
A Case Study 

  
 
 
Whitsunday Climate Change Innovation Hub will partner with Griffith University and 
Kingborough Council in Tasmania to deliver this research project. This project presents a 
first deep-dive into issues identified in the Coastal Hazard Adaptation Strategy (CHAS).  
 
The project will consider funding, financing and other mechanisms that are practically 
available to Whitsunday Regional Council (WRC), to enable the region to deal with climate 
change over the next 25-50 years, using a real-world example from each Council area. 

 
 

Background 
 

WRC’s Coastal Hazard Adaptation Strategy (CHAS) is now close to completion and has 
provided insight into some of the significant challenges that the region faces from coastal 
hazards (i.e. storm tide inundation and erosion), fuelled by climate change.  
 
Cost benefit analysis undertaken of adaptation options in two representative coastal 
locations, Bowen and Wilsons Beach, indicate that costs incurred in undertaking each of 
the adaptation options outweighed any benefits gained.  
 
This was especially the case for protection of the areas where engineering costs in some 
circumstances were significantly higher than the utility of assets protected. The negative 
economic results of this analysis, is illustrative of a burgeoning challenge for all councils: 
where will the money and/or resources come from to appropriately adapt communities to 
climate change?   
 
Aims of the Case Study 

 
This study aims to: 

• Provide further understanding and assessment of how adaptation will be resourced 
to inform actions in the CHAS Implementation Plan 

• Test the impact of State Policy on adaptation funding and financing 
• Build adaptive capacity through engagement and education 

 
 

Project Timeframes 
 
July 2020 – June 2021   

 

Contact Us  
 
If you would like to find out more information about the project, contact Olivia Brodhurst from 
the Whitsunday Climate Change Innovation Hub on 1300 WRC QLD (952 753) or email us 
on ClimateHub@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au 
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