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Research Project 
Whitsunday Industry Resilience 
 

 
Research and data sharing are a key focus of the 
Whitsunday Climate Change Innovation Hub.  
With agriculture (sugarcane, grazing and horticulture) 
and tourism being identified as two of the three pillars of 
our economy, this project considers the resilience of the 
Whitsunday Region’s industry to climate change.   
 
The project will provide the Hub and Council with data 
about the perceptions of industry representatives. The 
data will be used to assist Council make strategic 
decisions about where to focus its assistance, where to 
invest, when and how and which actions to prioritise in 
assisting industry in the region.   
 

This project is a collaboration between Whitsunday Regional Council, 
through the Climate Change Innovation Hub, and James Cook University. 
 
Background 
The Queensland Government released Agriculture and Tourism Sector Adaptation Plans in 2017 and 2018 
respectively. These plans help to prioritise climate change adaptation activities at a state level.  Growcom 
have conducted a Climate Risk Assessment focusing on Bowen that considers risks and looks at 
adaptation options.  
 
This research project aims to find out: 

• How regional industry representatives perceive risk and opportunities presented by climate change  
• The level of progress towards mitigation and adaptation in each industry  
• What role Council, and the Hub, has in assisting key industries to adapt and respond to climate 

change 
 

What is involved 
The project looks to engage with at least 60 local businesses representing the sugarcane, grazing, 
horticulture and tourism sectors. Each participant will be engaged in a 40min face-to-face interview. A peer 
reviewed publication will be produced with the results.  

It is envisaged that the initial surveys will be conducted in March 2020 and a final report will be received by 
the end of May 2020. Follow up focus groups and surveys may be recommended once we receive the 
results, which will seek to gain a deeper understanding of the issues identified during the initial survey.    

 
Contact Us 
To find out more about the project, please contact Olivia Brodhurst, Whitsunday Climate Change Innovation 
Hub Coordinator, on 1300 972 753 or via email at ClimateHub@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au. 
 

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/climate/climate-change/adapting/sectors-systems
https://www.growcom.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/DisasterRecovery-Climate-Risk-Assessment-Bowen.pdf
mailto:ClimateHub@whitsundayrc.qld.gov.au

